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Plight of tsunami-hit: Mata still in tears
Tuesday February 1 2005 11:15 IST

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Mata Amritanandamayi still had tears in her
eyes when she emerged from the hour-long meeting with the
tsunami victims from the Valiyakulangara camp in Alappad
panchayat, which was the worst hit by the disaster.

“Being a mother, | want to take all of them under my wings. | will
have peace only after the last person who lost his house is
rehabilitated,” she told Express in an exclusive interview at the
Vallikavu Ashram, on Saturday.

Recalling the eventful day (December 26), Mata Amritanandamayi
said she had a premonition that something bad was about to happen.
“It was around 12 and | was attending the bhajan session. | had a
revelation that something bad was about to happen.

"I ran like a mad woman to the ground floor crying aloud, asking
everyone to rush to the top floor. | asked the Ashram inmates to
make an announcement directing all the villagers to take refuge in
the Ashram. Within a few minutes, the sea came rushing and took
away everything in its path,” she recalls.

According to Mata, she had predicted that something disastrous
would happen in the second half of 2004. “The year 2005 also seems
to be bad,” she warns.

“Though a month has passed since the tsunami attack, the living
victims of the tragedy are yet to recover from those shocking
memories. My children here are so vulnerable that even now they
tremble on hearing any loud sound. That is why | plan safer and
stronger two-storeyed houses for them,” she said.

““1 feel like a mother who is helpless in taking care of her crying child
as her hands are tied. | am trying my best to reach out to the
thousands of suffering children. | want to rehabilitate all those who
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