
 

 

 
ASB Quarterly Report 

April – June 2006 
The Amrita School of Business is happy to present you a brief report of the 
happenings at ASB for the most recent quarter.  
 
 
I. School News  
  
Visit by foreign university team – A faculty team from the University of  
Groningen, the Netherlands, visited ASB on 4-5 April. The team consisted of 
Dr. Tom Wansbeek, Dean of Faculty of Economics, Dr. Padma Rao Sahib, 
Faculty of Economics and Ms. Xuefei Cao, University International Affairs. 
The team held discussions with ASB regarding faculty and student exchange 
programs and how to support ASB students wanting to enter their Ph.D 
program.  
 
New Dean for ASB - Dr. V.S. Somanath, BSc. (Engg.), MBA (NYU-Stern), 
M.Phil (NYU-Stern), Ph.D (NYU-Stern) took charge as new Dean on 3 April. 
He has been a faculty member at ASB since June 2001. Before joining ASB, 
Dr. Somanath has been teaching in the US for 21 years. He has also taught in 
academic programs in Canada, China, Japan, Malaysia and Singapore. 
 
ASB welcomes the 11th MBA batch – A new MBA batch (2006 – 2008) 
entered ASB on 11 June. The batch statistics - 61% students have engineering 
degrees, 22% have more than a year’s work experience and 35% originate from 
north of Hyderabad. An orientation programme for the new batch was 
organized from 12-24 June. The new students also participated in a corporate 
theatre personality development programme conducted by Mr. Paul Mathew, 
Director, Academy of Transformational Learning, Chennai.    

 
Inaugural Day for new MBA batch - Br. 
Abhayamrita Chaitanya, COO, Amrita Vishwa 
Vidyapeetham gave the opening address at the 
inaugural function   on 1 July. Mr. Guru Ganesan, 
MD, ARM Embedded Technologies Pvt. Ltd., 
Bangalore was the Chief Guest     

 
Management development programme (MDP) -  ASB continued with its 
MDP offered to ELGI Company of Coimbatore. Participating full-time faculty 
members during this reporting period were - Dr. S. Krishnamoorthy, Professor 
& Dean of Administration, Prof. Shrikanth Kulkarni, Professor and Dr. Deepak 
Gupta, Associate Professor. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
ASB as facilitator – TATA-AIG, Hyderabad conducted a 4-day insurance 
training program between 9-12 June on the premises of ASB.  
 
New faculty appointment - Dr. Badrinarayan Shankar Pawar,  A.M.I.E., 
PGDM (IIM-C), M.Tech. (IIT Bombay), Ph.D. (Oklahoma State University) 
joined ASB on 9 May as Associate Professor in the Organizational Behaviour 
area. Dr. Pawar joins ASB with 12 years of teaching experience - in the US 
(Oklahoma State University), in Hong Kong (City University of Hong Kong) 
and in India (IIM-A and National Institute of Bank Management, Pune). Dr. 
Pawar has published papers in several reputed international journals. 
 
New Placement Head -  Mr. Easwar Krishna Iyer, B.Tech (CET, Trivandrum), 
M.Tech (IIT-Kharagpur), MBA(Great Lakes) assumed charge on 1 June as 
Placement-Head of ASB. Mr. Iyer’s previous position was as the Placement 
Director of the Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai. He has more 
than 16 years of academic/industry experience – as an engineering faculty 
member and as an entrepreneur.  
 
 
II. Faculty News  
 
Dr. Biresh Sahoo, Associate Professor, published two articles:  
(1) An online article titled, ‘Re-examining scale elasticity in DEA’ (co-
authored with Dr. Kaoru Tone of Japan) on 27 June in the ‘Annals of 
Operations Research’ (publisher: Springer Netherlands).  
(2) An article in the journal, ‘Anvesak’, Volume 36, No.1, 2006 with the title, 
‘Evaluating Technical Change: An Application to Indian Sunrise Industries”.   
 
Dr. B.S. Pawar, Associate Professor, and Shri. C. S. Udhaykumar, Assistant 
Professor were invited for guest lectures by INS Agrani (Indian Naval 
Establishment in Coimbatore) for their Chief Petty Officers training program.  
 
Dr. P. Balasubramanian, Assistant Professor, studied the HR practices of two 
companies in Tirupur – Warsaw Exports and Kanishka Exports, during the 
months of April and May. 
 
Prof. Shobhana Madhavan, Assistant Professor, attended a conference on the 
12-13 of June in Coimbatore on ‘What Every Manager Should Know of 
Employment Laws and Managing the Contract Labour’. The event was 
organized by the All India Management Association. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
III. Student News  
 
Summer internship 2006 – In April, ASB’s first year students took up 6 – 8 
weeks summer internship assignments in 57 reputable companies spread across 
the country. The companies included ABB, AFL, Airtel, Biocon, BPL, Citi 
Financial, Colgate Palmolive, Dr. Reddy's, ELGI, Frost & Sullivan, HCL 
Technologies, IBS, Software, IDBI Bank, IFF, IL & FS, Indian Oil 
Corporation, Ion Exchange, Johnson & Johnson, JWT, Karvy, Kotak 
Securities, L & T Infotech, LG CNS Global, Ma Foi, Maruti Udyog Ltd, 
Mascon Global, NDDB, Nokia, NTPC, Oracle, Panasonic, Pantaloons, Philips, 
Shoppers Stop, Standard Chartered, Bank, Strides Arco Lab, Sundaram 
Finance, Tata AIG, Tata Steel, Tata Tea, and Union Bank of Switzerland.  
 
Student excursion – Before the start of classes, ASB students, faculty and staff 
enjoyed a day trip to the scenic Thirumurthi Falls, near Pollachi, on 29 June.  
 
Colloquium:  Prof. S. Sriram, Executive Director, Great Lakes Institute of 
Management gave a talk on Jobs and Careers on 30 June.     
 
 
Please address enquiries to:  asb@amrita.edu 
 
 

  
 

 


