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sponsored initiative speaks for it-
self, its motto - empowerment of the
poor.

Says M K Stalin, Honorable
Deputy Chief Minister and the driv-
ing force behind this programme,
"The vision of this Government is
to empower the poor and the mar-
ginalised, give them a voice and en-
able them to lead a dignified life.
Vazhndhu Kaattuvom Project has
been successful in translating this
vision into reality."

The current init iative, in four
phases, envelopes 2,517 village pan-
chayats, in 70 backward blocks in 15
districts of the State. The initiative
has helped 2,000 community organ-
isations for the poor, and promoted
10,161 Self Help Groups (SHGs)
among the poor and the vulnerable.
Almost 97,000 disabled and physi-
cally challenged people have been
brought under the umbrella of so-
cial benefits, 50 percent of the aged
have been brought under social se-
curity net. However, the qualitative
impact of the programme goes much

beyond the numbers.
A mid-term evaluation has shown

that the practice of borrowing from
moneylenders at very high interest
rate has fallen from 45 percent to 17
percent in villages where the Vazh-
ndhu Kaattuvom programme oper-
ates. The livelihood promotion ac-
tivities have led to more than 20 per-
cent increase in the incomes of 50
percent of all the households cov-
ered. Its job training
and skill building ini-

tiatives have helped nearly 38,000
youth secure gainful employment.

Dairy farming, tailoring, vermi-
compost making, texti le and gar-
ment making skills, setting up small
shops and businesses, training in
driving, are some of the pro-
gramme's init iatives that have
turned many underprevileged peo-
ple into successful entrepreneurs.
This has raised the overall standard
of living for thousands of rural fam-
ilies.

A remarkable innovation in the
project has been the transfer of ex-

MEGA CORP DIGEST

The empowering face of rural development in Tamil Nadu

BSNL sets up 
state-of-the-art 

telephone exchange 
at Estancia Township 

SUCCESS STORIES
� Ashok Kumar from Usilampatti could not continue further studies after Class 12, due to

poverty. Thanks to Vazhndhu Kaattuvom scheme, he was trained as a mason and now earns
Rs9,000 a month. 

� Yet another success story is that of Tamiraiselvi. She and her husband were sent for industrial
tailoring training, through their village Kottamangalam's  poverty reduction committee. Now
their son goes to an English medium school. 

� Saranraj, a school dropout has been trained at a Nokia plant, thanks to a Vazhndhu Kaattuvom
initiative.

I n the past few years, rural
development in Tamil
Nadu has been synony-

mous with investment in rural
infrastructure as well as in hu-
man capital. Programmes like
the National Rural Employment
Guarantee scheme in Tamil
Nadu have been awarded for
three consecutive years for suc-
cessful implementation. Tamil
Nadu's stellar Self Help Group

programme has benefited almost
five mill ion rural people. As
many as 12,618 villages are cov-
ered through rural infrastruc-
ture development schemes.

"We will l ive and show the
world how to" is the defining
spirit of the Vazhndhu Kaat-
tuvom programme in force
across rural Tamil Nadu since
November 2005. The remarkable
success of this government

BSNL Chennai Tele-
phones has set up a
state-of-the art, EWSD
Exchange with a capac-
ity of 1,000 Lines at the
Estancia Integrated
Township. This town-
ship, consisting of a res-
idential zone with 2,000
apartments, a club
house, an IT Park, a
school, a mall, serviced
apartments and a hotel
is located at
Thailavaram along the
GST Road at Gudu-
vancheri. The EWSD
RSU at Estancia will be
commissioned at
12.30pm today. Com-
plaints if any can be
booked by calling 198.

perience gained by the vil-
lage level workers from
one village to another and
building training capacity
within the districts - this
has helped in scaling up
the programme in a short
span of time.

The six-year-old project
has a funding of Rs717
crore. Following a mid-
term evaluation   done in
February 2009, the pro-
gramme has received ac-
colades from the World
Bank. Now the Tamil Nadu
government has sought an
additional Rs 950 crore
from the World Bank to 
extend the reach of the
programme.

New investments, industrial growth, equitable investment distribution and infrastructure for rural Tamil Nadu are some of the
challenging tasks M K Stalin will have to address as the new Deputy Chief Minister in charge of industry and rural development. ..

"The mid-term results of the project have
been exemplary and have surpassed the
targets set by the World Bank which is a
strong proof of the capacity of the project
and the State Government to deliver results
in the field" says K Ashok Vardhan Shetty,
Principal Secretary to Tamil Nadu
Government, Department of Rural
Development and Panchayat Raj.

Krishnagiri district takes
up mapping of children
Project To Look Into Problems Plaguing Kids In Hamlets

Radha Venkatesan | TNN

Krishnagiri: It is perhaps the most
child-unfriendly district in Tamil
Nadu. From killing girl babies to child
marriages, pledging children for pal-
try sums to branding new-borns with
hot iron rods, the backward Krishna-
giri district in western Tamil Nadu
spawns a startling range of ‘crimes’
against children.

For the first time, the Krishnagiri
district administration along with the
UNICEF will carry out a “child map-
ping” to get a factual insight into the
abject conditions of children in about
4000 hamlets of the district.

“We will conduct the child mapping
soon to identify the problems plagu-
ing children and to put them back in
school,” district collector V Shan-
mugham told TOI. A recent survey by
the education department showed that
as many as 132 girl children were
forced out of school because of their
marriage. And 66 boys and girls were
pledged as “bonded labourers” at
farms to spray pesticide and graze cat-
tle and in bakeries and construction
industry in Bangalore.

“Children are offered as bonded
labourers for as low as Rs 10,000. Some
parents pledge their children for three
or four years to get money to build
houses,” says Sarva Siksha Abhiyan
programme district coordinator A
Karthikeyan. The district adminis-
tration plans to get the 2,836 dropouts
and never-been-to-school children en-
rolled in the residential bridge school-

ing programme within the next few
months. In a government school in Kr-
ishnagiri, as many as 20 married girls
were found on the rolls recently.

Indeed, for most of the children of
Krishnagiri, their heart-wrenching or-
deal begins right at their birth. Almost
every third child in every village in
Krishnagiri will bear a scar on the
chest. For, within hours of their birth,
they are branded with steaming hot
iron needles or rods by the elderly
women in the village. It is an age-old
but “harmless’ practice to “ward off ”
infections, stomach upsets and evil
spirits, insist villagers.

However, three newborns died
hours after they were branded two
years ago, prompting the then district
collector, Santhosh Babu, to issue a
stern warning against the practice of
branding. “Most of villagers do not re-

alise that branding is dangerous. They
think it is good for the child’s health,”
says the UNICEF’s district coordina-
tor, P Ganeshamoorthy.

The exercise will rope in a male and
female volunteer from each of the vil-
lage and train them to get a compre-
hensive list of girls below 18 years of
age forced into marriage and their
present health status. Besides, chil-
dren forced into bonded labour would
be enumerated and steps taken to re-
habilitate them. “A comprehensive
programme to protect children will be
launched after the mapping exercise,”
says the district collector. The child
mapping would at least throw light on
the travails of the children of Krish-
nagiri, even if it fails to lead them out
of the dark tunnel they are trapped,
argue social activists.

radha.venkatesan@timesgroup.com

Univ develops tech to detect landslides
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Coimbatore: Students of Amri-
ta Vishwa Vidyapeetham Uni-
versity have developed a wireless
network system for landslide de-
tection, in collaboration with Eu-
ropean Commission and Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO).

“Landslides occur frequently
in mountainous terrains, espe-
cially during monsoons but de-
tecting them in advance is not an
easy task,’’ says Dr P Venkat Ran-
gan, vice-chancellor, Amrita uni-
versity. An expert in wireless com-
munication, Rangan led a team
of students in developing the
model that has become opera-
tional in Munnar town in Idukki
district of Kerala.

The technological break-
through system was developed as
part of the research project
‘WINSOC’ (wireless sensor net-

work with self-organisation ca-
pabilities for critical and emer-
gency applications).

Wireless panels with sensor
nodes to read different parame-
ters of the soil, like moisture, vi-
bration and movement are em-
bedded 15 metres beneath the
earth at different points, says Ma-
neesha Ramesh, a faculty mem-
ber, who was part of the project.

These sensors are attached to
a wireless transmission device,
which convert analog value into
digital value and send the inputs
to the base stations, which are
connected to Amrita mutt’s Kol-
lam campus.

“Experts will be monitoring
the inputs from the base stations
in real time and any unusual be-
haviour or extreme value will

trigger an alarm,’’ says Dr Ran-
gan.

The fully tested model has be-
come operational in Munnar.

The system can be deployed in
any part of the country prone to
landslides and snow avalanches.
Besides, the application could be
put to industrial use for study of
gas leakages or in conservation
of forests by early identification
of forest fires during summer.

As part of this project, repre-
sentatives from various European
partners like the University of
Rome, Selex Communications, In-
tracom Telecom and Czech Cen-
tre for Science and Technology
have arrived at the Amrita Uni-
versity to learn about the first-
ever wireless sensor network sys-
tem for landslide detection.

INHUMAN PRACTICE:Almost every third child in the villages of Krishnagiri district will
bear a scar as they are branded with hot iron needles to •ward offŽ infections

V Palaniappan

PREVENTING DAMAGE: Device
developed by the varsity

Numismatic expo
in Puducherry
Thondai Mandala Numismatic
Society will host a three-day
numismatic exhibition from June
12 at Annai Teresa Model HSS in
Puducherry. About 40
participants would display rare
coins, currencies and stamps
from various parts of TN and
Puducherry regions. 

AIADMK to organise fast:
AIADMK chief Jayalalithaa on
Wednesday announced that
her party will organise fast in
Neyveli on June 12, demanding
regularisation of the services
of contract labourers of
Neyveli Lignite Corporation.

REGION DIGESTPeriyar dam safe, Kerala attitude
surprising, says Duraimurugan

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Tiruchi: Public works minister
Duraimurugan on Wednesday
expressed ‘surprise’ over the at-
titude of Kerala government
which has conveyed its appre-
hensions about the safety of the
Mullaperiyar dam, situated in
Idukki district in Kerala but
maintained by Tamil Nadu and
accused it of resorting to a ‘mis-
information’ campaign.

Talking to reporters in Karur
after inspecting the construction
of a barrage across river Cau-
very as part of the inter-state riv-
er linking project, Duraimuru-

gan asserted
that there was
no need to
doubt the safe-
ty of the dam.
“When experts,
who inspected
the dam, have
expressed sat-
isfaction over
its strength and
safety, Kerala’s
attitude is sur-

prising,” he said.
He also alleged that the Ker-

ala government was resorting to
a deliberate misinformation
campaign about the dam’s safe-

ty. The minister hoped that
Supreme Court would appreci-
ate Tamil Nadu’s contention and
grant the go-ahead for raising
the level of the dam from 136 feet
to 142 feet.

On the inter-state river link-
ing project, he said funds had
been allotted by the state gov-
ernment for two phases of the
project.

A sum of Rs 189 crore has
been allotted for Cauvery-Ag-
niar-Koraiyar-Pambar-Vaigai-
Gundar river-linking project,
while Rs 369 was allotted for
linking Thamirabarani with
Karumeniyaru.

NO DOUBT
ABOUT SAFETY
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Road Works Council b r  ward
Development Scheme work ,
Foot path works Compound

Class ——5
456.91 1906 .2009wall works , Park works , 46

and above
Widening works , NNMP
Shed woks PC , M.L.A
Scheme

2 Deployment of security Registered and
personal at Kodungaiyur well Experience
Dumping Ground I firm can only 17.04 19.06.2009

participate in
the tender

ZO LC N0.B21275712009

SHORT TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tenders are invited for the following works byZonal Officer- I detailed bebow.

The Tenders can also be downloaded from website http:/Itenders.gov.in and
www.chennaicorporation.gov.in or obtained at the tender sales counter, Ripon Building. Tenders
will be opened on 19.06.2009 at 3.00 pm sale of tender will be closed 48 hours before the time fixed for
opening of tender . The Tender can be dropped at tender boxes kept in any one of the offices viz .,
PRO, C.E(Gl), V.0 and Tender Sales Counter. Further, details and condWons can be had from the
undersigned .

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER - I ZONAL OFFICER - I
Tender form can be downloaded free of cost from from �www.tenOers tn.govin D1PR12245/Tender/2009

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
for Selection of Capacity Building Consultant’ for implementation
of Capacity Building for Power Distribution Utilities in India.

For further details, please visit the website
www.apdrp.gov.in OR www.pfcindia.com

Restructured Accelerated Power Development and 
Reforms Programme (R-APDRP) of Govt. of India
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M ini� ative of

2
Ministry of Power

Govt. of India

Nodal Agency

Power Finance
Corporation Ltd.

VOWER GRID CORPORATION OF INDIA LIMITED 1�I
(A Goverr,mer,t of lr,die Eot� rp�i� e)

Regd. Office : B-9, Outab Institutional kea, Katwaria Sarai, New Del� i-1 10016 ‘‘� “����

Corporate Office : ‘Saudamirii’, Piot-2, Sector-29, Gurgaon, Haryana-122001

INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB) FOR TRANSFORMER PACKAGE
-Ti ASSOCIATED WITH 765 KV SYSTEM FOR CENTRAL PART
OF NORTHERN GRID PART-Il. Specif ication No: C-I 4909-5016-3
(GLOBAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING; DOMESTIC FUNDING)

Date : 11/06/2009
POWERGRID invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for
aforesaid Package. Bidding Documents are available for
inspection & sale from 11.06.2009 to 10.07.2009 and may be
purchased by paying Rupees 10,000/- or USD 200 in the form of
demand draft in favour of Power Grid Corporation of India Ltd.
payable at New Delhi! Gurgaon. Bids shall be received upto 1100
hrs. on 17.07.2009 and shall be opened on the same day starting at
1130 hrs. APre-Bid conference will be held on 26/0612009 starting
at 1130 hrs at the office of POWERGRID, Gurgaon. The detailed
Qualifying Requirements are given in the Bidding Documents of the
subject package. The complete Bidding Documents including .�
tender drawings are available on our website http:I/ .�
www.powergridindia.com. Interested bidders can download the
Bidding Documents and commence preparation of bids to gain
time. However, they will be required to purchase the Bidding �
Documents from POWERG RID, (for submission submission of bid), which will ‘�
be duly authenticated by the executive issuing the documents . In
case of any discrepancy between the documents downloaded by �
the prospective bidder and the Bidding Documents (hard copy) ±
issued by POWERGRID official, the lattershall prevail.
All correspondence/communication including sale of Bidding �
Documents and submission of bids shall be made to: ‘Chief o�
Manager/Sr. Engineer(CS-NR-ll), POWERGRID, “Saudamini”,
Plot No.2 , Sector.29, Gurgaon-122001, Haryana’on +91 (0124)-
2571 700-19 Extn. 2370/2393/3316; Fax No.: 0124-2571831

MUMBAI PORT TRUST
ISO 9001:2000 PORT

CORRIGENDUM TO TENDER CALL NOTICE

Tender No. HWB-CD-01/2009. Capital Dredging for the
proposed “Development of existing Harbour Wall

Berths (18-22), Indira Dock , Mumbai. ” Following amendment have
been made in the Tender Call Notice of the subject tender. Last Date of
Submission of the bids in respect of the subject tender has been
extended to 16/07/2009. Revised dates in respect of the tender are as
under: Last Date and Time of Issue of Bid Documents : 13107/2009
up to 15.00 Hrs, 1ST. Last Date and Time of Submission of The Bids:
16107/2009 at 15.00 Hrs. 1ST. Date and Time of Opening of Bid:
16/07/2009 at 15.30 Hrs. 1ST. For details visit our website at
www.mumbaiport.gov.in
MbPT-76-2009 CHIEF ENGINEER

If you ae a reseller of software/hardware products,
web designer or an Internet savvy entrepreneur,

we invite you to become a dealer for our world-class
Internet Business Solutions.

Exciting money making opportunfty backed by

Partner Reward Plan

We assure you of unmatched technical and customer support.

indiatimes

Don’t miss this lucrative business offerl

To know about the products, visit www.business.indiatimes.com
call at 09212705408. 09871077311 or

email at raj iva.singh� indiatimes,co.in, indrand.dasgupta� indiatimes.co.in

indiatimes. a*t

Partner and Prosper with
Indiatimes Business Solutions

1R1� � NALCO
National Aluminium Company Limited

(A Government of of India Enterprise)
Nalco Bhawan, N ayapalli, Bhubaneswar - 751 061 , Orissa, India

GLOBAL TENDER NOTICE
No.NBC/MM/01 IGTNICTPFO9 Date : 27.05.2009
Sealed bids are invited forthe supply of the following material for for our
smelter plant , Angul (Orissa), India from bonafide indigenous as well
as overseas manufacturers/suppliers ortheiraccredited agents.
Item Description : Solid Coal Tar Pitch, Appr ox. Qty. Reqd (MI)
:2000 MT, Tender Paper Fees Rs.1,000/- or in equivalent USD,
Earnest Money Deposit: Rs.4,50,000/- or or in equivalent USD, Date
of Issue of Tender Paper : from 30.05.09 to 29.06.09 , Last
Date of Tender Submission:30.06.2009 at 10 AM. Date of
Tender Opening : 30.06.2009 at 11 AM. Parties can down load the
tender documentsfrom Nalco ’s website i.e. www.nalcoindia.com.

GENERAL MANAGER (MATERIALS)


