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Prasanth V
‘Shingari Melam’, an ensemble of 18 “chendas” and
“cymbols”, will set the tone for the cultural programme
of Anokha’11.
Rooted in the temple art forms of Kerala, “Shingari
Melam”, by the percussionists has a pulsating rhythm
and a vibration of its own. As the drum beats get louder
and faster and rage on, the audience is transported to a
scintillating union of music and soul.
The growing popularity of this art form has helped increase knowledge of the temple art forms of Kerala outside the state. Little wonder then that it has transcended
the state boundaries and gained acceptance across the
country. The grand opening of the last Commonwealth
Games in Delhi had more than 100 of these percussion

instrumentalists transforming the whole ambience to an
entirely different level. Shingari Melam is slowly becoming an integral part of almost every national programme.
K.A.Sasidharan, who leads the 18-member performing
group, explains the spirit behind the art form. “Every
human being has an innate rhythm, a vibration of his
own. Shingari Melam reflects that spirit.”
Mr. Sasidharan, who hails from the temple town of Guruvayoor, where this art form was born, said the rhythmic drumming of the “chendas” with rising and ebbing
crescendos can kindle the inner vibrations.
The melam will take you to a higher world of musical
frenzy. Submit yourself to the pure bliss of enchanting
beats and dissolve yourself in the harmony.

360 degree AMRITA
An expo at the central library that is all about the university
Anushree Madhavan
Renu Unnikrishnan
If you want to know more about AMRITA university, wind your way down from the main block,
past the School of Business building to the central
library to enter ‘JHALAK’.
It is an exhibition that showcases the different
facets of academic and other activities of the five
Amrita campuses in Bangalore, Mysore, Kochi,
Amritapuri, besides Ettimadai. The stalls provide
an insight into these campuses through a series of
photographs, research works, list of achievers and
international linkages.
A magnificent floral arrangement of “Om” greets
the visitors to ‘JHALAK’. A section called
‘Ashram activities’ highlights the public service
rendered by the ashram members and the Amritians. The various awards won by the different

departments have been prominently displayed.
BAJA, the four-wheeler, designed and developed
by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) is
given a pride of place among the ex hi bit s.

The eye-catching floral arrangements that reflect
the heritage of Amrita, a section called ‘Nostalgia’
that shows the emergence of Amrita from its roots
also drew the visitors’ attention.
“Most flowers and plants presented are grown in
our own campus with only a few brought from
Bangalore”, says Dr. M.Aravindhakshan, coordinator, Center for Environmental Studies. “We
strive to present the natures’ glory not only in aesthetic sense but also in the form of foliage,” he
said.
But beware of invitations from the volunteers to
pose in front of a mirror inside one of the stalls. If
you preen before it confident that no one is
watching, you are sadly mistaken. It’s a two-way
mirror and there is a group on the other side to
chuckle over your vanity.
“This is the most fun part of this exhibition,”
chuckled student coordinator Abhishek Rajvir.

Technical events emerge as
crowd-pullers on Day 1
Panchami Warrier
Priyanka Victor
Anokha 2011 boasts of 40 technical
events with intriguing titles like
Chamber of Secrets, Build O’ Quest,
Crack O’ Hack, Netwars, Utilitarian
Wars, Submarine Hunt and Pd3
hosted by the various engineering departments of Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham.
From 1,500 students last year, this
year’s registration has jumped to almost 7,000 making Anokha a really
huge event. Logikiller and Hexathalon, though nothing to do with violence or obstacle race, have around
300 participants just for the preliminaries. “Surprisingly, participation
levels are much more than expected,” said Anand Narayan, a student of final year EEE Department.
Robotics events like Hiker, Snakes

and Ladders and End the Run are
touted to be crowd-pullers. Hiker involves construction of a robot which
is capable of climbing a jute rope
across a slope and retrieving a magnetic object. Other events of the first
day include Retracraft, CADventure,
ETA X.X Mins, Rue De Renewable
and such. NFS: Most Wanted, FIFA
’10 and Counterstrike matches
started in the morning and were
going on throughout the day.
CADventure, a civilian event, had
the ten finalist teams designing a resort and were judged on the basis of
their creativity, resourcefulness and
space allocation. The winners
K.Kirubakaran and A.Pravin from
Kalaignar Karunanidhi Institute of
Tech., Coimbatore took home a cash
prize of Rs. 3000.
Planning for Anokha ’11 started off
as early as May –June ’10, according

to the organizers. The prize amount
was initially fixed at Rs. 10 lakhs.
But due to the enormity of the event
and the response received, the prize
money was raised to Rs 15 lakhs.
There was a brief period of uncertainty due to sponsorship issues
which caused distress among the student coordinators. They have not yet
been informed of the finalized
amounts. But Prasanth.R .Nair, Convener, Anokha 2011, has confirmed
that the issues have been ironed out
and 15 lakhs worth of prizes in cash
and kind will indeed be distributed.
Interdepartmental prizes like the
ones for the departments hosting the
best stalls will be given later.
“I can say with confidence that
Anokha ’11 is one of the top five tech
fests of India and the biggest event in
the history of Amrita,” Mr.. Nair said.

An exhibition
for various
schools
Anushree Madhavan
Renu Unnikrishnan
It’s different from Jhalak! An exhibition at the central library will give
you an overview of different
schools housed in Ettimadai campus of Amrita University.
Every department has something
extraordinary that attracts people.
The Mechanical department, for example, has worked on portraying
the ideas of Dr.A.P.J.Abdul Kalam
and bringing urban facilities to the
rural areas. The other Engineering
departments have also followed
suit.
Apart from the departments’ exhibits, there are stalls which provide
good brain teasers for all. Ambigram is an interesting show organised by the Department of
Computer Science and it shows
how the words read the same even
when viewed from different angles.
Chemhex is an expo from the
Chemical Department, which highlights the difference between Chemistry and chemical engineering. It
also talks about different chemical
processes and models.
Euphoria presents 15 interactive
games to a participant and the winner of nine games, is awarded a
food coupon of Rs 50. Mathematica
is an interesting maths game by the
Maths Department involving
quizzes and puzzles, to tease the
brains of maths lovers.

What they said...
“The campus is very colourful and
the environment is lovely. The coordination between the organisers
could be made better for better access to the events” - Prem kumar,
Karunya University, Coimbatore.

“I had a scrumptious breakfast this
morning. The food court is impressive and I am having a lot of fun”Rahul. M, Amritapuri campus

“The college is really awesome. In
fact it doesn’t feel like a college at
all. It has a unique and wonderful
atmosphere and the fest is being organized well with a lot of interaction. We feel like we have come for
a picnic”- Pavithra Sindu, PSG tech,
Coimbatore .

“I am attending Anokha for the second time. I appreciate the efforts of
the entire team, especially in the
improvements in hospitality and infrastructure compared to last year”Venkat Rajan , Ramakrishna College,
Coimbatore

“Three things that impressed us
distinctly were the size of the campus, the abundant greenery and the
great display of events and stalls. Security is heavy but is essential too”Sankaranarayanan.M and Vivek Murali, P.E.S school of Engineering, Bangalore

“The standard of organization, especially at the front desk could improve a bit. Maps, if provided for
the visitors, would have been beneficial”- Arrun Raj.S, Janson’s College,
Coimbatore and V. Jeevanraj, Sona
College, Salem

As told to Lakshmi Sivadas and Mrinal Mehta

