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Save 50 litres of water by taking a bath
Spandana Kadiyala
Ettimadai: Perceive a capacity of
1 litre in your mind. It is the size
of the average mineral water bottle you buy at the stores. Now,
what if we challenge you to finish
your entire bath with just that
amount of water? Impossible?
Sure could sound so, considering
that the average person uses
around 50 litres for a bath.
However, during ‘Jeevamrith’, the
water conservation week at Amrita, this was shown possible,
along with many other means to
save water in a planet that desperately needs to do so.
Conducted between 8th to 15th
November, Jeevamrith was a
unique attempt by the ‘Jaldhara’
team to promote awareness on
the rightful usage of water. It
sought to educate Amritians on
the current state of our water resources, the need and means to
protect them, and also about
pollution and its effects.
Colourful placards around the
campus made one turn and notice short snippets of information
and inspiration. The highlight of

the programme, however, was

the ‘Water Man Show’ where

Water Conservation rally conducted in the campus on November 13

Placard placed outside the MBA block for the campaign

Educating the workers at Amrita
Anushree Madhavan
Ettimadai: The first years of
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham
have taken up the initiative to educate the workers in the campus,
sparked from an idea by Ahmed
Nasir, I year, Mechanical Engineering.
“During my initial days in Amrita I
saw boys as young as me clean
the mess hall. This disheartened

Anil Varma, who is in-charge of
the workers and sites. Subsequently the idea was approved in
less than two weeks, basic
classes started with few really interested members and ten student volunteers who had already
extended their support.
The classes started off with an
assurance of making them efficient in life. Apart from the basics

Freshers teaching the basics of english to the workers at Amrita
me and I couldn’t control my
emotions. Luckily our Amritapuri
trip was planned for that week
and I could talk to Amma directly,”
says Ahmed.
After talking to the Premier, he
and his friends consulted higher
authorities of the college who directed the students to Mr. B.R
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they also talk to them about general awareness.
While the original plan was to
teach them different things like
opening a bank account and coping up with the advancements in
the society, they have realized
that these workers are unaware
of even the basics. Hence, they
had to start from scratch.
Most workers are natives of
Orissa and they understand only
their mother tongue with little or
no knowledge of Hindi; learning
is facilitated through a mediator,
Duktar Naik, Assistant Accountant at the project office.
As the knowledge level of each
person is different in this bunch,
they are separated into small
groups and each student teaches
a group on what they require.
Bulli, a site supervisor at the civil
department of the project office
says that he was very eager to
join the class as he had studied
while in his village and had to
stop midway.
The classes are conducted
based on the free times the
workers have, who are enthusiastic to learn even after a tough
day. The members hope to continue this teaching session, with
the help from more volunteers.
With such initiatives, students of
Amrita keep proving that they always seek out the less trodden
path.

Govindaswamy from Dharmapuri
demonstrated how to take bath in
just one-and-a-half litres of water
that paved way for a possibility to
conserve hundreds of gallons of
water every day.
The 27-year-old, who has already done ten shows on the
same across Tamil Nadu, comes
from a poor cattle-rearing family.
He says that he learnt this interesting and useful skill to save
water from Kanakaraj, a school
teacher in Dharmapuri.Kanakaraj
claims proudly that his entire village in Dharmapuri now follows
this custom. “Being in an extremely drought prone area made
it so much easier for us to acknowledge the value of such
measures” he says.
Now that water paucity is taking
its toll on our Siruvani land as
well, was it easy for the viewers
too to connect with the method?
The demonstration was met with
mixed reactions, to say the least.
“I now understand the severity of
the issue and would try my level
best to save water in my own
possible ways such as closing

the taps when not in use but it is
difficult to take bath in one litre of
water,” says Rakesh, 2nd year
CSE student.
Mythreyi Unni, a member of Jaldhara, however stresses that the
whole point of such a show was
to underline the acuteness of the
issue. B. Jagannathan, Facultyin-charge, Nature club, agrees
with her as he says “It should
strike us that if we could save so
much water while taking bath
alone, then we can definitely conserve water in bigger ways for the
generations to come”.
Constituted by four third-year
chemical engineering students
T.Maya, Mythreyi Unni, Alvin john
and Sumit S Ashok-Jaldhara
began as an endeavour for an
environmental science project.
As a part of their drive, they have
gone on a door- to- door campaign in Ettimadai village and
conducted poster making and
video presentation competitions
for students. A rally was also organised in the campus to make
people aware of water wastage
and ways to conserve it.

Well begun is half done!
Ragasudha’s Alaap inducts the freshers

Ragasudha team performing a medley at Alaap 2011

Deepthi Ramdas V
Ettimadai: To the delight of music
lovers here, Alaap got off the
ground and put up a mesmerizing
show.
The
induction
programme of Ragasudha,
conducted on November 8, rendered the difficult, making the
fresher’s aware of the potential
that they uphold.
The programme was inaugurated
by the Dean of Engineering, M P
Chandrasekharan, Dr Murali
Rangarajan, Faculty Representative of Ragasudha, and the President of Ragasudha, Aarabhy R
Surendran. The show was a potpourri of classical, bollywood and
rock numbers, thus catering to
the tastes of all present.
“The preparation for the induction
began around three weeks back,
the planning took us around a

month and a half’s time”, Ragasudha’s President revealed. “The
entire music fraternity worked
super hard to conduct the induction programme. After hours of
creative hard work, we believe
we have mesmerized and given
a fond musical memory for the
first years to look back upon”,
said Megha Madan, an active
member of Ragasudha.
Soundharya, like most people
present, was all praise for the
event and felt that, “it was a very
versatile event, where songs
were not from one language
alone.”
Though the President was happy
by the overall response and feedback received, she said that the
turnout of girls for the programme
was lesser than the expected
number.

